
 
MUSCLE SHOALS  

SAILING CLUB 

2010 WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

 

IT’S A MARDI GRAS THEMEWEAR PURPLE, GOLD AND GREEN 

YOUR BEADS AND MASKS IF YOU HAVE THEM 

BRING AN HORS D’ OEUVRE & FAVORITE WINE 

DATE  Saturday Feb. 13th  

                               TIME  3:00 PM 

                      COST  NO CHARGE  

 We have another full schedule planned for 2010.  So come prepared to sign 

up to help with the events.  Serve on the race committee, help plan regattas, 

greet visitors at the open house, take students sailing, plan meals, and last but 

not by any means least clean the facilities after events.   Our new Recreational 

chair is looking for fun people with ideas for future socials.  If you have an 

idea for an event, contact Kathy at 366-2838.   

It’s your club, get involved. 
 

The 2010 board will be introduced and the budget will be 

available. 

 

SEE YOU ON THE 13TH 

   Commodore’s Comments 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

WINE & CHEESE 

PARTY 

1 

2010  SCHEDULE 2  

SCHEDULE CONT. 3 

47th LITTLE  

AMERICA 

4  

BOARD MINUTES 5 

  

  

LIFTED TACK 
J A N  3 1 ,  2 0 1 0  



MSSC 2010 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

FEBRUARY  
SATURDAY 6TH                  OPEN  

FRIDAY 12th                 OLD SALTS MEETING (2;00 pm) 
SATURDAY 13TH   WINE AND CHEESE PARTY (3:00 pm) 

    Mardi Gras Theme bring your beads 

THURSDAY 18th    BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 19th                 THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 
SATURDAY 20TH   WORK DAY (9:00 am) 

SATURDAY 27TH   OPEN 

 

MARCH  
SATURDAY 6TH    RACE COMMITTEE WORKSHOP 

FRIDAY 12TH    OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 

SATURDAY 13TH   CLUB RACE 1 

THURSDAY 18TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 
FRIDAY 19TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 

SATURDAY 20TH   CLUB RACE 2 

SATURDAY 27TH                                 JAN’S WOMEN'S-ONLY FISHING SEMINAR 

 

APRIL 

SATURDAY 3RD    CLUB RACE 3 

FRIDAY 9TH                 OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 

SATURDAY 10TH   AL SELLERS DAM RACE 
THURSDAY 15TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 16TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 

SATURDAY 17TH   THISTLE REGATTA 

SUNDAY 18TH    THISTLE REGATTA 
SATURDAY 24TH   OPEN 

 

MAY  

SATURDAY 1ST    COMMODORES REGATTA 
SUNDAY 2ND    COMMODORES REGATTA 

SATURDAY 8TH    CLUB RACE 4 

FRIDAY 14TH    OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 

SATURDAY 15th    OPEN 
SUNDAY 16TH    OPEN HOUSE (2:00 to 5:00 pm) 

TUESDAY 18TH    CATALINA 22 COOKOUT 

THURSDAY 20TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 21ST                THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 
SATURDAY 22ND                                CONFEDERATE ADMIRALS’ REGATTA 

SUNDAY 23RD                                     CONFEDERATE ADMIRALS’ REGATTA 

SATURDAY 29TH   OPEN  (Memorial Day) 

 

JUNE  

SATURDAY 5TH    SAILING SEMINAR 

SUNDAY 6TH                 SAILING SEMINAR 

FRIDAY 11TH    OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 
SATURDAY 12TH   SAILING SEMINAR 

SUNDAY 13TH   SAILING SEMINAR 

THURSDAY 17TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 18TH   THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 

SATURDAY 19TH   HORACE BRAMM REGATTA 

SATURDAY 26TH   OPEN 

 

JULY  

SATURDAY 3RD   OPEN (Fourth of July) 

FRIDAY 9TH OLD   OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 
SATURDAY 10TH   OPEN 

THURSDAY 15TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 16TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 
SATURDAY 17TH   OPEN 

SATURDAY 24TH   CLUB RACE 5 

SATURDAY 31ST   OPEN 



 

AUGUST  

SATURDAY 7TH    CLUB RACE 6 
FRIDAY 13TH    OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 

SATURDAY 14TH   OPEN 

THURSDAY 19TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 20TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 
SATURDAY 21ST   CLUB RACE 7 

SATURDAY 28TH   OPEN 

 

SEPTEMBER  
SATURDAY 4th    HOT SCOT REGATTA 

SUNDAY 5TH               HOT SCOT REGATTA 

FRIDAY 10TH    OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 

SATURDAY 11TH   CLUB RACE 8 
THURSDAY 16TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 17TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 

SATURDAY 18TH   OPEN 

SATURDAY 25TH   VICE COMMODORES' REGATTA 
SUNDAY 26TH    VICE COMMODORES' REGATTA 

 

OCTOBER 

SATURDAY 2ND    OPEN 
FRIDAY 8TH                OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 

SATURDAY 9TH    TVCC 

SUNDAY 10TH    TVCC 

FRIDAY 15TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 
SATURDAY 16TH   CLUB RACE 9 

THURSDAY 21ST   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

SATURDAY 23RD   LITTLE AMERICA’S CUP 

SUNDAY 24TH    LITTLE AMERICA’S CUP 

SATURDAY 30TH   OPEN 

 

 

NOVEMBER  

SATURDAY 6TH   WORKDAY (10:00 am) 

FRIDAY 12TH    OLD SALTS MEETING (2:00 pm) 

SATURDAY 13TH   CLUB RACE 10 & AGM  
THURSDAY 18TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 19TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 

SATURDAY 20TH   OPEN 

SATURDAY 27TH   OPEN (Thanksgiving weekend) 
 

DECEMBER  

SATURDAY 4TH    OPEN 

SATURDAY 11TH   MSSC CHRISTMAS PARTY 
THURSDAY 16TH   BOARD MEETING (6:30 pm) 

FRIDAY 17TH    THIRD FRIDAY SOCIAL (5:30 pm) 

SATURDAY 18TH   OPEN 

SATURDAY 25TH   OPEN (Christmas Day) 

 

JANUARY 

SATURDAY 1ST  NEW YEARS DAY PARY (11:00 am) 

 

 

 
SAILORS QUOTE: 

"Ships are the nearest thing to dreams that hands have ever made." 

- Robert N. Rose 



The Forty Seventh Little America’s Cup Regatta 
(and the second Helen and Nolan Richards Regatta Combined) 

 
From a sailor’s point of view, most everything was perfect for the 47th Little America’s Cup event at MSSC, October 17th and 18th. 

The weather was invigorating, the RC was excellent, the food was superb, the wind was in its trickiest direction, northwest, but the 

attendance for what should be a “5 star event” in the Tennessee Valley was poor. 

 

We had two visiting boats from Memphis and while Mark van Stolk sailed his nifty Megabyte 2, his companion, less experienced, 

felt the conditions a bit too strong for his experience in his Laser. 

 

Jeff Compton, the coordinator, had spread the word and furnished admirable trophies and even helped Charles Anding, Glenn Miller, 

Brett Wood and Bob Parrish run the RC boat.  They set great courses which were mostly modified Olympics with the windward 

mark craftily tucked in on the northern shore where a lot of luck can come into play as you chose which side was favored from which 

to approach it. Sometimes it’s the port lay line, sometimes the starboard. 

 

There were seven dinghies and four cruisers in two divisions, spinnaker and non-spinnaker. This was a totally new experience for 

Bruce, and myself, in that we accepted the invitation and challenge from the Flying Scot fleet to sail one of their boats in this event 

(Both Bruce and I have won this event in the past in either Lasers or Day Sailers) so we both concurred that this would be a “fun 

experience” to find out if we could make a Flying Scot go. Willson Jenkins lent us one of his FSCT’s and both helped us rig it and 

gave us some counsel about aspects critical to making it respond. Robin, our daughter, who was a ranking sailor from MSSC, had 

cautioned us that it was really a three-person boat, so we asked Dave Seborg, another regular DS sailor, if his plans for having a crew 

did not materialize, would he be third man for us. Luckily for us, he did join us and was invaluable. 

 

The winds were in the range 9-15 as I recall; enough to make me insecure in the boat as there are no hiking straps. However, we 

managed to adjust both sail shape and balance to the extent that we had good boat speed and happily could match that of Willson and 

Bonnie’s yardstick FSCT. Of course, Tommy Glenn’s Thistle lit out ahead of us all, but not by that much at some of the windward 

marks. Not in the least due to Bruce’s great spinnaker work resulting in some great planning, in the first two races Saturday after-

noon, we managed to be the first FSCT. For the third race, Bruce took the helm and Nolan the foredeck. Although we were leading 

over the first two legs, we proved that “upside down is slow” at the jibe mark. We capsized. (This was partly due to the rudder bend-

ing badly as the pressure for a puff on a plane required much helm correction). 

 

Fortunately, we did not turtle as Dave strove to hold the centerboard and Nolan, the bent rudder blade while Bruce swam a cushion 

to the mast tip. The RC boat came to ensure that we were safe and Mark van Stolk, who himself had capsized in an earlier race, 

jumped in and helped us right the FSCT. Bruce took care of Dave who was a bit banged up when the boat righted on top of him. 

Nolan and Mark sailed the FSCT back to dock and were glad that we had lost nothing but the masthead fly. The RC abandoned that 

race for which we apologize to the others! 

 

Thereafter, all enjoyed tasty hors d’ouvres and awaited the usual gourmet dinner, this time prepared by the combined culinary skills 

of Pat Hauffe, Helen Richards, Pam Compton, Jane Glenn, Willson Jenkins and Floyd Hauffe. Thanks to all of them, we had a 

memorable feast. 

 

On Sunday, the RC got in three races; one of them short and the wind prevailed. In that series, the lead in the FSCT’s changed sev-

eral times, exciting close racing, with Nolan managing to be the first FSCT home each time. Floyd Hauffe kindly lent us a replace-

ment rudder and watched us from the shore. Again, we had some great spinnaker runs and a few exhilarating planes. Mark van Stolk 

showed us all how to speed around the course on Sunday as he was ahead, boat for boat, with a higher Portsmouth Number! 

 

So Bruce, Dave and I found that we could make a FSCT go as well as those established in our club, that the same principles of sail 

shape, balance, choosing preferred sides of the course and wind shifts transposed from a Day Sailer to the Flying Scot. We realized 

that having three aboard gave us an advantage over the two-person crewed boats in these conditions, but that’s the way we had it pre-

planned. I was unwilling to con the boat from the regular seat and kept falling down into the cockpit being pulled off-balance by the 

gusts putting great pressure on the mainsheet with Dave reaching down to rescue me! The boat responds well to puffs and sail posi-

tioning, steers a little sluggishly maybe due to the flexible aluminum rudder blade, but oh, do I miss those hiking straps! 

 

The Cruiser winners were Russ Kerl and Rick McAdams and we won the overall Little America’s Cup with, I think, Tommy Glenn 

with his Thistle second. Someone from the RC should publish the detailed results for “The Lifted Tack”. 

 

Submitted 21 Jan 2010 

Nolan Richards 



BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

Submitted by Ellen Baird 

Minutes of the Muscle Shoals Sailing Club (MSSC) Board Meeting January 21, 2010 

 

Board Members attending:  

Rick McAdams, Byron Jamerson, Mike Hofmann,  Tommy Glenn, Bill Parkhurst, Tamara Montgomery,  Ellen Baird 

 

Commodore Rick McAdams called the meeting to order at 6:20pm. The meeting was held at the club house. 

 

Secretary Report- Ellen Baird- After corrections were made, the November 19th, 2009 Board Meeting minutes were 

passed. 

 

  Treasurer Report- Tamara Montgomery 
1. Current balance $37,461. 

2. Budget for 2010 has been completed. 

3. 2010 bills have been sent out to members. 

4. Tamara will begin soon working on the MSSC 2009 taxes.  

 

1st Vice Commodore report- Byron Jamerson 

1. Two vacuum cleaners have been donated to the club. 1 upright and 1 pull behind. 

2. Looking for a small electric leaf blower. 

3. MSSC Club House rental: Byron is currently checking into rental procedures and cost of other facili-

ties in the North Alabama area.  He will also contact our insurance agent regarding liability requirements.  At the 

completion of his work he will draft a policy and procedure for renting the club house and present to the Board.  

 

Land Commodore- Ray Clemons      No report 

 

Harbor Master- Mike Hofmann 

1. There are currently three slips available:  Two 8 foot slips on D dock and the one shallow slip on A 

 dock.  

 2. Dock repairs have been completed and “way under budget” !!!!  

 

Fleet Captain- Bill Parkhurst 

 The 2010 Schedule will be out in the Feb 5th Lifted Tack  

 

Sail Master- Tommy Glenn 

     1.  Sail Seminar will be June 5th, 6th, and June 12th, 13th 

             2.  There will be a drawing for one free Sail Seminar during the MSSC Open House on May 16 th. 

 

Commodores Report- Rick McAdams 

 1.  Budget is completed! 

2.  February 20th workday plans include: electrical outlets completed, lazor rack cleaned out and   

     make repairs as necessary, clean out brush. 

 3.  Continuation of the Third Friday Socials.  Each Board Member will take a month for planning.   

 4.  No new report on the Sailboat Hollow development easement status. 

 

 Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm 


