
 

MUSCLE SHOALS     

SAILING CLUB 

though the races were lightly 

attended, it worked as planned 

so we’ll try it again next year. 

 

 A few of us have been meet-

ing at the club at 2:00 PM on 

the second Friday of each 

month.  One of us volunteers 

to bring some refreshments 

and we talk about sailing and 

the goings on at the club.  

Sometimes we even take care 

of little projects that need to 

be done. We’re called the Old 

Salts Benevolence Society or 

OSBS for short.  Some BS 

does go on. The only require-

ments are to be a member of 

the club and able to come out 

on a Friday afternoon.  If you 

have nothing better to do on 

the 2nd Friday of the month, 

come join us. 

 

 Richard Trask was a new 

member who crewed for me 

this year. His untimely death 

saddened all who had a 

chance to know him.  Every 

time I hear “The wind is 

freshening”, I’ll think of 

Richard. 

 

Kathy and I wish all of you a 

very Merry Christmas and a 

New Year of sunny days, 

fresh breezes and wind filled 

sails.  Here’s to a good year 

of sailing in 2010.  See you 

on the water. 

 

Rick and Kathy 

MSSC Members: 

 

It’s been quite a year.  We’re 

settled into the clubhouse, 

several new events were held 

and the membership is up.  

Now it’s time to remember 

why we joined MSSC.  Lets 

go SAILING. 

 

There will be a full slate of 

regatta’s and club races in 

2010.  See Bill’s article for a 

preview of what’s coming up.  

The big news is we are host-

ing the TVCC in 2010.  For 

you new members the TVCC 

stands for Tennessee Valley 

Challenge Cup. This is an 

important regatta involving 

six sailing clubs on the Ten-

nessee River.  The winning 

club has bragging rights for 

the rest of the year.  MSSC 

has a long history of winning 

this regatta, but lately we 

have fallen short.  While our 

dingy sailors have finished in 

the money, the cruisers, me 

being one, have not held up 

their end.  It’s time to get seri-

ous.  We have the home field 

advantage this year so let’s 

campaign hard and win this 

regatta. 

 

The Open House and Sailing 

Seminar have proven to be 

popular and gives us an excel-

lent opportunity to introduce 

people to sailing.  Both events 

are central to the ongoing 

membership campaign.  My 

goal is to bring ten new and 

returning members into the 

club in 2010. 

 

 Kathy McAdams is the new 

recreational chairperson.  She 

can always find a reason to 

bring people together for a 

party.  Plan on seeing more 

impromptu socials this com-

ing year.  Several of you have 

suggested events you’d like to 

see held at the club. Kathy is 

looking for members to help 

her.  Come and be on the fun 

committee.   Contact Kathy 

and make things happen. 

 

The Third Friday Monthly 

Socials will continue.  These 

are low-keyed events de-

signed to give you a chance to 

relax with friends after a 

stressed out week at work.  

It’s a good time to renew old 

acquaintances and make new 

ones. It’s also a chance for the 

newer members to learn more 

about the club.  The next one 

is scheduled for Jan 15th, 

more on this later. 

 

Last year refreshments were 

furnished after the club races.  

This gave everyone a reason 

to get back together and re-

hash the days’ events. Al-
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Secretary’s report on the changes to the MSSC By-Laws 

                                                                                                  by Ellen Baird 

 

 

By-Law change 1.  Section B: DUES AND FEES  
Initiation Fee for Class A Membership           $300, effective January 1, 2011 (revised 11/09) The Board may 

authorize a reduction or waiver of the initiation fee provided the following conditions are met: (1) The authori-

zation is in writing and is approved by a majority of board members at a regularly scheduled Board meeting, 

(2) The written authorization specifies the beginning and end of the effective dates, and the amount of the re-

duced fee. (added 11/09) 
By-Law change 2. RV parking fee was tabled for now. 

By-Law change 3.  Section A: OFFICERS  

 

The officers shall be: Commodore, 1st Vice Commodore, 2nd Vice Commodore, Harbor 

Master, Secretary, Treasurer, Fleet Captain, and Sail Master. These shall constitute the 

Board of Governors (hereinafter: The Board). (revised 11/2009)  

 

Section B: DUTIES OF OFFICERS  

. Commodore: Shall preside at all meetings of MSSC, shall appoint all committees deemed 

necessary, shall be responsible for public relations, and shall perform such other duties as 

usually pertain to this office. The Commodore shall be an ex-officio member of all commit-

tees. (revised 11/2009)  

 

2. 1st Vice-Commodore: Shall, in the absence of the Commodore, assume and execute all 

duties of the office of Commodore. Shall be responsible for the maintenance of the Club-

house and its properties and facilities.  Shall maintain all bathrooms, cleaning, kitchen, and 

grilling supplies. The Recreational Chairperson shall report to this position. (revised 

11/2009)  

 

3. 2nd Vice Commodore (also known as Land Commodore): Shall be responsible for main-

tenance and upkeep of the grounds and outbuildings of MSSC including roadways, seawall, 

parking lot, ramp, trees, and grass. Shall keep an inventory of boats and trailers stored in the 

boat yard and rack. (revised 11/2009) 

 

4. Harbor Master (formerly 3rd Vice Commodore): Shall be responsible for the mainte-

nance, repair, upkeep, and development of the harbor, including all docks, pilings, electric-

ity, water lines, dredging and cleanup. Shall keep a record of all boats moored in the harbor 

and report any unsafe conditions. Shall assign slips and keep a slip waiting list. (revised 

11/2009)  

 

5. Secretary: Shall log minutes of all official meetings, and keep and have custody of all re-

cords of MSSC.  Shall conduct official correspondence of MSSC.  Shall be the Membership 

chairman of  

MSSC and perform all duties relating to new members. Shall maintain the current version 

of  these By-Laws. The Newsletter editor will report to this position. (revised 11/2009)  

 



6. Treasurer: Shall have custody of the funds of the Club, and shall report the financial status of the Club at the 

first regularly scheduled meeting after each election and at other times required by the Commodore. The 

Treasurer shall perform such other duties as pertain to this office.  

 

7. Fleet Captain: Shall be responsible for the organization, conduct, and safety of racing events:  

setting of marks, starting and time records of boats participating in organized races and regattas. Shall enforce 

rules of U.S. Sailing and arrange compliance with local regulations during MSSC sailing events.  Shall have 

the power to appoint committees to assist in the execution of these duties.  Shall be responsible for the upkeep 

of the committee boat, its facilities and components, and all racing property. Shall prepare and post the annual 

racing schedule and  

assign individuals for running the races. Shall submit any required legal notices for events (e.g. notify Coast 

Guard).  

 

8. Sail Master: Shall be responsible for the general upgrading of safety and sailing education at MSSC. The 

Sail Master shall be responsible for the MSSC Sailing Seminar, junior sailing activities, interaction with re-

lated organizations, and the promotion of sailing. The Sail Master shall be responsible for the maintenance and 

safety of club boats and trailers. This officer shall have the power to appoint committees to assist in the per-

formance of these duties. (revised 11/2009) 

 

Section E: APPOINTED POSITIONS (section added 11/2009)  

The following non-Board positions shall be appointed by the Commodore:  

 

1. Recreational Chairman. Shall be responsible for all social events and activities designated by The Board and 

the MSSC calendar of events. Shall report to the First Vice Commodore. (revised 11/2009) 

2. Newsletter Editor: Shall be responsible for the design, content, and distribution of the club’s newsletter; The 

Lifted Tack. The Newsletter Editor shall report to the Secretary. (revised 11/2009) 

 

 

1. Commodore: Shall preside at all meetings of MSSC, shall appoint all committees deemed necessary, shall 

be responsible for public relations, and shall perform such other duties as usually pertain to this office. The 

Commodore shall be an ex-officio member of all committees. (revised 11/2009)  

 

2. 1st Vice-Commodore: Shall, in the absence of the Commodore, assume and execute all duties of the office 

of Commodore. Shall be responsible for the maintenance of the Clubhouse and its properties and facilities.  

Shall maintain all bathrooms, cleaning, kitchen, and grilling supplies. The Recreational Chairperson shall re-

port to this position. (revised 11/2009)  

 

3. 2nd Vice Commodore (also known as Land Commodore): Shall be responsible for maintenance and upkeep 

of the grounds and outbuildings of MSSC including roadways, seawall, parking lot, ramp, trees, and grass. 

Shall keep an inventory of boats and trailers stored in the boat yard and rack. (revised 11/2009) 

 

4. Harbor Master (formerly 3rd Vice Commodore): Shall be responsible for the maintenance, repair, upkeep, 

and development of the harbor, including all docks, pilings, electricity, water lines, dredging and cleanup. 

Shall keep a record of all boats moored in the harbor and report any unsafe conditions. Shall assign slips and 

keep a slip waiting list. (revised 11/2009)  

 

5. Secretary: Shall log minutes of all official meetings, and keep and have custody of all records of MSSC.  

Shall conduct official correspondence of MSSC.  Shall be the Membership chairman of  

MSSC and perform all duties relating to new members. Shall maintain the current version 



of  these By-Laws. The Newsletter editor will report to this position. (revised 11/2009)  

 

6. Treasurer: Shall have custody of the funds of the Club, and shall report the financial status of the Club at the 

first regularly scheduled meeting after each election and at other times required by the Commodore. The 

Treasurer shall perform such other duties as pertain to this office.  

 

7. Fleet Captain: Shall be responsible for the organization, conduct, and safety of racing events:  

setting of marks, starting and time records of boats participating in organized races and regattas. Shall enforce 

rules of U.S. Sailing and arrange compliance with local regulations during MSSC sailing events.  Shall have 

the power to appoint committees to assist in the execution of these duties.  Shall be responsible for the upkeep 

of the committee boat, its facilities and components, and all racing property. Shall prepare and post the annual 

racing schedule and  

assign individuals for running the races. Shall submit any required legal notices for events (e.g. notify Coast 

Guard).  

 

8. Sail Master: Shall be responsible for the general upgrading of safety and sailing education at MSSC. The 

Sail Master shall be responsible for the MSSC Sailing Seminar, junior sailing activities, interaction with re-

lated organizations, and the promotion of sailing. The Sail Master shall be responsible for the maintenance and 

safety of club boats and trailers. This officer shall have the power to appoint committees to assist in the per-

formance of these duties. (revised 11/2009) 

 

Section E: APPOINTED POSITIONS (section added 11/2009)  

The following non-Board positions shall be appointed by the Commodore:  

 

1. Recreational Chairman. Shall be responsible for all social events and activities designated by The Board and 

the MSSC calendar of events. Shall report to the First Vice Commodore. (revised 11/2009) 

2. Newsletter Editor: Shall be responsible for the design, content, and distribution of the club’s newsletter; The 

Lifted Tack. The Newsletter Editor shall report to the Secretary. (revised 11/2009) 

 

2010 Muscle Shoals Sailing Club Officers 
Commodore: Rick McAdams 

1st Vice Commodore: Byron Jamerson 

2nd Vice Commodore: Ray Clemons 

Harbor Master: Mike Hoffman 

Secretary: Ellen Baird 

Treasurer: Tamara Montgomery 

Fleet Captain: Bill Parkhurst 

 

SAILING QUOTE: 

 

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't do than 

by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the 

trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.ò 

- Mark Twain  



SAIL MASTER NEWS 
Iôve helped out a number of times with Sail Seminar, but this 

year was the first time Iôve been in charge of it, and it was a lot 

of work!  But it was a lot of fun too.  It was a great opportunity to introduce a group of people 

to sailing and show them why we enjoy it so much, and it was also fun to work with several 

skippers in the club who shared their knowledge and passion as well.  Plus itôs a great oppor-

tunity to welcome new members, and we have several who joined after the seminar this year.  

Iôm looking forward to doing it again next year. 

Weôre still working on the schedule but itôs likely that Sail Seminar will be the first two week-

ends in June.  That will be June 5 th and 6 th and the 12 th and 13 th.  Weôll have the schedule fi-

nalized by the Wine and Cheese party in February.  Iôll need a lot of help again next year and 

Iôm looking forward to working with many volunteer skippers and instructors again. 

Another duty of the Sail Master is youth sailing.  At various times weôve had participation 

from both UAH and UNA, but we havenôt had that in several years.  I would love to see MSSC 

involved in youth sailing in some form or fashion.  Bill Parkhurst is proactively seeking to 

build a relationship with UNA, the local community college, and the Boy Scouts.  Iôm hoping 

we can get some youth participation started this year.  We need to teach people how to sail 

when theyôre kids, then odds are that theyôll be sailing when theyôre older.  If anyone has sug-

gestions Iôm open to them, drop me an email at tbglenn@gmail.com . 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Hope everyone had a wonderful holiday.  I am excited to be editor of the Lifted 

Tack and hope that I can live up to the wonderful example set by the previous edi-

tor, Pat Hauffe.  Please fill free to offer any suggestions, or ideas to make the 

Lifted Tack a great newsletter for our club.   I look forward to working with all of 

you to publish a quality newsletter.  Thanks for your support.   

Jan Clemons 

clemons5970@bellsouth.net 

mailto:tbglenn@gmail.com

